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president’s message

Annual Luncheon Centennial Celebration

Todd Maisch
President and CEO

Association and sponsored by Nicor 
Gas. The awards honor those who 
imagine, design, invest, build and 
bring jobs, growth and prosperity 
to Illinois communities.This years 
winners, manufacturer of men’s suits, 
Hart Schaffner Marx and the creator 
of gluten free pizzas, Urban Farmer, 
are being honored for keeping and 
expanding their businesses in Illinois.
	 We are also pleased to welcome 
Chief Marketing Officer of IBM, 
Global Business Services, Mani 
Dasgupta as our keynote speaker. 
	 We will also be welcoming 
George McCaskey, Chairman of our 
member the Chicago Bears, whose 
organization is also celebrating their 
centennial this year. The Bears have 
a rich history of sportsmanship, 
economic development and philan-
thropy in Illinois and we are proud 
to have George here to share in our 
centennial event. 
	 In the inaugural Illinois Journal 
of Commerce, the founding Cham-
ber president George Woodruff 
wrote, “The principle upon which 
the Illinois Chamber of Commere is 
founded allows of the widest partici-
pation by the members in the affairs 
of the Chamber.” One hundred years 
later, nothing could be more true. 
The Chamber is, has, and always will 
be, a member-driven organization. 
Everything we do, we do together to 
create stronger business and a stron-
ger Illinois.

This year’s Annual Luncheon Cen-
tennial Celebration is significantly 
special as we celebrate our 100th 
year as an institution. Along with 
this magazine, members will re-
ceive a copy of the first edition of 
the Chamber’s first publication the 
Illinois Journal of Commerce pub-
lished shortly after the Chamber was 
chartered by the Illinois Secretary of 
State on August 2, 1919. Not a full 
year gone from Armistice Day, the 
founders were battling the problems 
of reconstruction and the realization 
of a ‘new normal’ in America and 
around the world. Instead of mourn-
ing the past, these business leaders 
and concerned citizens decided to act 
for the future. 
	 For the next century, business-
women and men continued to join 
with legislators, staffers and con-
cerned citizens to make Illinois a 
better place to work and live. They 
helped form the Illinois State Po-
lice, Board of Education and State 
Planning Commission. They drafted 
resolutions to U.S. presidents, cham-
pioned legislation for better business 
practices and participated in the 
judicial process all the way up to the 
U.S. Supreme Court. Most of all, they 
made a difference. With your help, 
we will continue to follow in their 
innovative footsteps with our own 
impact. 
	 In the spirit of this focus on 
innovation, we are excited to pres-
ent the winners of our 11th annual 
Edie Awards in partnership with 
the Illinois Economic Development 

This year’s 
Annual Luncheon 

Centennial 
Celebration is 

significantly special 
as we celebrate our 

100th year as an 
institution. 
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The Illinois Soybean Association (ISA) is pushing the 

boundaries of soy knowledge and access by bringing 

producers and industry partners together across food 

production, shipping, bio-fuel, and ag. We are committed 

to innovating new high quality food for people, feed for 

animals, and sustainable fuel for a busy world. A better 

tomorrow depends on bold ideas. Real progress 

demands a focus on the future.

Learn more at www.ilsoy.org
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1922
AAA – Chicago 

Motor Club 

Centennial Celebration

AAA – Chicago Motor Club joined 
the Ilinois Chamber in 1922

Illinois has an important place in AAA history, 
and the Illinois Chamber of Commerce has been a 
valued partner in advocating for both the interests 
of our members and our interests as a business 
serving the state.  
	 As an organization with a wide variety of offer-
ings - ranging from travel to insurance, towing and 
car care, to financial products and services - we rely 
on the Illinois Chamber to help promote a business 
environment that helps us better serve our mem-
bers and customers in the state (currently over 1 
million).  

Strong Members  Through the Years

“AAA is proud to be a member of the Chamber’s Infrastructure Council, 
which is playing a critical role in the push for a capital bill right now.”

—Nick Jarmusz, Director of Public Affairs Midwest Region 
AAA, The Auto Club Group
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1930
Wintrust 

Investments LLC

Wintrust began over a card table, a few cold beers, and the idea to be the 
alternative to the big banks. In 1991, armed with a briefcase, a folding table, 
and a cell phone the size of a shoebox, Wintrust’s current CEO and one of the 
company’s founders, Edward J. Wehmer, set up shop in a storefront in a north-
ern Chicago suburb. More than 27 years, and more than 150 locations later, 
we’ve stayed true to that original mission. We believe there’s still a need, and de-
sire, for a true community bank: where tellers know their customers by name; 
bankers care about local businesses because they frequent them; and the bank 
invests in the neighborhood because it’s actually part of the neighborhood.
	 Through our family of community bank locations, and related companies 
and divisions, we can provide traditional commercial and community banking 
services, wealth management guidance, mortgage origination, commercial 
insurance premium financing, short-term accounts receivable financing, and 
certain administrative services such as data processing of payroll, billing, and 
treasury management services.
	 Above all else, we’re focused on providing customer-oriented, personal and 
commercial banking services to communities in and around Chicago, southern 
Wisconsin and northwest Indiana. Our banks go above and beyond simple 
banking solutions—checking and savings accounts, lending tools, mortgages, 
and treasury management services—to be real assets to the communities we 
serve.

Strong Members  Through the Years

Wintrust Investments LLC joined the Illinois Chamber in 1930

“100 years is quite an accomplishment! We’d like to offer our congratulations to the Illinois 
Chamber of Commerce. We’re proud to be partnered with an organization that does so 
much to strengthen and support our local businesses and the Illinois economy. Thank you 
for all you do, and we look forward to continuing our work together.”
                    —Edward J. Wehmer, Wintrust President,  CEO & Founder
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Centennial Celebration

“We’re pleased to be longstanding members 
of the Illinois Chamber of Commerce and 
appreciate its efforts to be a voice for the Illinois 
business community.  As a company founded and 
headquartered in Illinois, we have an interest 
in a strong and vibrant business community 
and a successful local economy. We appreciate 
the chamber’s proactive approach to identifying 

opportunities to improve 
the business climate, enable 
marketplaces, and welcome 
innovative new products and 
services.”  
—Kevin Callis, Vice President  
   Operations, State Farm

1943
State Farm

Insurance Companies

State Farm joined the Illinois Chamber in 1943 

1944
Marathon Petroleum 

Company

Marathon Petroleum joined the 
Illinois Chamber in 1944 

“Since 1944, Marathon’s Robinson Refinery has 
been a proud member of the Illinois Chamber 
of Commerce, which successfully advocates for 
our business community. While the business and 
regulatory environments can be challenging in this 
competitive, fast-paced market, we confidently rely 
on the Chamber to take the lead in protecting and 
advocating for business’ interests. Both the Chamber 
and Marathon have long histories rooted in Illinois, 
and we look forward to an exceptional partnership for 
decades to come.” 
— Rick Kadansky, State Government Affairs
  Manager, Marathon

Strong PARTNERS  Through the Years
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Illinois American Water has provided service in Illinois for over 140 
years and has partnered with the Illinois Chamber of Commerce since 1944. 
We congratulate the Illinois Chamber on their 100th Anniversary!  Working 
together, we’ve supported Illinois businesses and families. As the local water 
and/or wastewater provider, the work of our team touches every one of our 
customers daily. We ensure safe, reliable service to make your morning coffee, 
wash your dishes, flush your toilet and other daily activities which often are 
taken for granted. 

 

1944
Illinois 

American 
Water 

Illinois American Water joined the 
Illinois Chamber in 1944

“We are proud to partner with our local Chambers of 
Commerce and the Illinois Chamber of Commerce.   
We are committed to the communities we serve.” 
— Ben Brockschmidt, Major Account Manager, 
  Illinois American Water

1944
Motorola 

Solutions, Inc.

“Motorola Solutions salutes the 
Illinois Chamber of Commerce 
as it celebrates its 100 year 
anniversary. As a company 
founded 91 years ago in Illinois 
and still headquartered here 
today,  we are proud of the 
innovative solutions we are 
building to support public 
safety agencies and businesses, 
both locally and globally. We 
look forward to continuing 
our steadfast partnership with 
the Chamber and appreciate 
their years of hard work and 
dedication to improving the 
business climate.”
— Motorola Solutions

Strong PARTNERS  Through the Years

Motorola joined the Illinois 
Chamber in 1944 
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1944
Caterpillar

Caterpillar mining truck 1940

Caterpillar modern day mining truck

Centennial Celebration

1945
Consolidated 

Communications

“Consolidated Communications 
is proud to support the Illinois 
Chamber and greatly appreciates 
the strong 
advocacy, access 
to resources and 
education it 
provides Illinois 
businesses,” said 
Steve businesses 
like ours. As 
Consolidated celebrates 125 years 
in business this year as a leading 
broadband, communications 
provider, we congratulate and 
thank the Illinois Chamber on its 
century of support and advocacy 
for its members.” 
— Steve Childers, 
  Chief Financial Officer, 
  Consolidated Communications

Strong LEADERS  Through the Years

For over 50 years, Caterpillar has been a proud member of the 
Illinois Chamber of Commerce.  That’s because the Chamber is a unifying 
voice for businesses of all sizes in Illinois.  Together, we amplify our mes-
sage to every policy maker across the state. As we take time to celebrate 
the Chamber’s 100th anniversary, it’s important to recognize the impact 
that the Chamber and its membership has made on our business climate 
all these years.  

“Congratulations to the Illinois Chamber of 
Commerce, and to its membership and staff: past, 
present, and future!”
— Rob Carney, Manager of State Government
  Affairs - Midwest Region, Caterpillar

Caterpillar joined the Illinois Chamber in 1944 
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“Advocate Aurora Health 
is proud to support 
the Chamber and its 
consistent efforts to 
create a stronger Illinois. 
Congratulations on 
100 years of working to 
connect leaders, grow businesses and 
create a thriving economy in this great 
state.” 
— Meghan Woltman, Vice President
  Government & Community
  Relations, Advocate Aurora Health

1955
United Parcel 
Service Inc.

“UPS has been a committed and engaged member of 
the Illinois Chamber of Commerce for over 60 years. 
We value our membership and the many benefits it has 
provided, especially its role as being the leading voice for 
the businesses, big and small. Over the years the Illinois 
Chamber has advocated for the business community on 
a multitude of issues, supporting what is best for Illinois 
and Illinois businesses. To the Illinois 
Chamber, both staff and members – 
Happy 100th Anniversary!
— Raymond C. Drake, UPS
  Vice President – State Government 
  Affairs

Strong LEADERS  Through the Years

1964
Advocate Aurora

Health

UPS joined the Illinois Chamber in 1955 
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Centennial Celebration

1971
Jelly Belly 

Candy 
Company

The Illinois Chamber of Commerce and Jelly Belly 
Candy Co. have worked together for many years. The 
Chamber is our prime source of information about happen-
ings in Springfield.  Beyond facts 
and data, we get action from the 
Chamber on the current issues 
that affect our business. No other 
organization has the depth of 
knowledge about Illinois business 
that the Chamber has. We look 
forward to working with the Chamber for another 100 years!

Jelly Belly joined the Illinois Chamber in 1971

Strong PIONEERS  



Strong PIONEERS  
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Past Chairs

	 Tony Reinhart 	  |  2016 – 2018  Ford Motor Company

	 Matt Gambs 	  |  2014 – 2016  Wintrust Financial

	R aymond Drake 	  |  2012 – 2014  UPS

	 Mary Crego 	  |  2010 – 2012  State Farm

	 Calvin G. Butler 	  |  2008 – 2010  Exelon Corporation (ComEd)

	 Joseph Dively 	  |  2006 – 2008	 Consolidated Communications	

	R obert Imler  	  |  2004 – 2006  Riverstone Group

	R ay Neisewander, III 	  |  2002 – 2004  Raynor Mfg. Co.

	 George W. Beck 	  |  2000 – 2004 	 Beck Bus

		  |  6-2006 – 12-2006

	 Steven M. Singer 	  |  1998 – 2000  Wilhelm & Conlon

	 James M. Schultz 	  |  1996 – 1998	 Prairie Ventures

	 James P Widick 	  |  1994 – 1996	 Motorola Solutions 

	R obert J. Curry 	  |  1992 – 1994	 Consolidated Communications

	 Harry Seigle 	  |  1990 – 1992  The Elgin Company

	 James Vonachen 	  |  1988 – 1990  	 Vonachen Service & Supply

	E dward Filiatrault	 |  1986 – 1988	 Northern Illinois Gas Company 

	 Chester Lasell	 |  1984 -  1986	 Deere & Company

	 Anthony M. Mandolini 	  |  1982 – 1984  Mandolini Company
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ILLINOIS CHAMBER ON ITS

MARATHON AND SPEEDWAY
congratulate the

100TH ANNIVERSARY

PROUD MEMBERS SINCE 1944

Illinois Chamber 
Members Save up 
to 34% with UPS

www.savewithups.com/ilcoc

1-800-MEMBERS (636-2377)
M - F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. ET

No cost enrollment via web or phone:
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Universal Technical 
Institute of Illinois

1990

“The work of the 
Illinois Chamber is 
squarely focused on 
a strong business 
climate in our 
state.  With a solid 
vested interest here in 
Illinois, Commerce Bank is pleased to 
be an active member of the Chamber, 
and we value our joint commitment 
to the health and vitality of our 
communities.  Congratulations to the 
Chamber on its remarkable 100-year 
milestone!” 
— Brent Eichelberger, CEO, 
  Illinois Market, Commerce Bank

2016
Commerce 

Bank

“The Illinois Chamber has been a champion for businesses for a century 
and helped craft and implement policies that bring prosperity, growth 
and economic development to every corner of the state. From everyone 
at Universal Technical Institute – Lisle and the industry employers who 
count on us to train their workforce, congratulations on your centennial 
anniversary and keep up the good work.” 
— Julie Mueller, Campus President,  
  Universal Technical Institute of Illinois

Universal Technical Institute joined the 
Illinois Chamber in 1990

Through the Years
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On February 19, 2019, Governor JB 
Pritzker and legislators stood at the 
Governor’s Mansion to celebrate the 
signing of a $15 per hour statewide 
minimum wage.  What would be the 
Governor’s first major legislative ac-
complishment signed into law, would 
also be the business community’s 
first major defeat in the new General 
Assembly.    
	 With the Governor’s pen and 
legislative majorities supporting 
the concept, it should have come to 
no surprise that such a law would 
be swiftly implemented.  However, 
lawmakers’ rejection to a compro-
mise to implement a regional hourly 
wage throughout our geographically 
diverse state, signaled we were in for 
a long session.  
	 This legislative session, legis-
lators also passed a measure that 
will ask voters in the 2020 election 
to amend the state’s constitution by 
changing our income tax system 
from a competitive flat rate to a grad-
uated rate. This proposal, opposed 
by the Illinois Chamber, will simply 
entice high earners to relocate to a 
lower tax state, while doing nothing 
to stop lawmakers in the future from 
taxing middle class taxpayers.
	 While we were unsuccessful in 
preventing this measure from getting 
on the 2020 ballot, our team will be 
traveling the state educating voters 
and launching a grassroots campaign 
to ensure this proposal is defeated 
in the November 2020 election. As 
the Illinois Chamber turns 100 years 
young this year, the push to prevent 

The Tale of Two Sessions: 
You Win Some, You Lose Some.

the graduated income tax may be our 
biggest advocacy battle of the next 
100 years.  
	 The business community also 
suffered defeats on issues regulating 
coal ash, corporate board makeup, 
freight crew sizes, and added to 
Illinois employers’ already growing 
workers’ compensation costs.
	 If the legislature were to adjourn 
after the passage of these bills and my 
column were to end here, it would 
have been a session to forget. 
	 Instead, the final week of the 
legislative session provided victories 
to the business community that have 
been unseen in years past.  Most no-
tably was the passage of a $45 billion 
transportation modernization and 
investment package. The Chamber 
participated in conversations with 
legislative leaders and the Gover-
nor’s Office to press for bipartisan 
support for increased investment in 
our transportation system backed by 
constitutionally-protected, sustain-
able revenues. Another key aspect 
of the Chamber’s advocacy centered 
on the need to ensure that every 
state tax paid at the pump will go to 
transportation.  That means the sales 
tax the state adds to the final price of 
a gallon of gas will be moved into the 
road fund – to be spent on roads.   
	 The capital bill was the Cham-
ber’s number one offensive legislative 
priority coming into this year’s ses-
sion.  Backed by a Chamber Founda-
tion and TRIP study, we found that 
our deteriorating roads and bridges, 
and congestion cost Illinois motorists 

a total of $18.3 billion statewide an-
nually – as much as $2,559 per driver 
in some urban areas – due to higher 
vehicle operating costs, traffic crashes 
and congestion-related delays. The 
capital bill signed under Governor 
Pritzker will relieve traffic conges-
tion, improve road, bridge and transit 

Tyler Diers, Director of Legislative Relations

... the final week of 
the legislative session 
provided victories to 
the business community 
that have been unseen in 
years past. Most notably 
was the passage of a $45 
billion transportation 
modernization and 
investment package.

legislative session
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conditions, boost safety and support 
long-term economic growth in the 
state.  
	 It wasn’t just our roads and 
bridges that received love towards the 
end of session, but also a package of 
pro-business, reforms that the Cham-
ber and members of the business 
community have been clamoring for 
years.  
	 Of those, was an Illinois Cham-
ber initiative to create a tax in-
centive for both new and existing 
data centers. Data centers are the 
backbone of the burgeoning digital 
economy.  These critical infrastruc-
ture facilities provide for the storage 
and transmission of data related to 
financial services, health care, retail, 
transportation, telecommunications, 
academia, entertainment, and almost 
every industry. Backed by yet another 
Illinois Chamber Foundation study, 
our report found that Illinois was 
losing out to competing states for 
multi-million-dollar (some instances 
billion dollar) projects to neighbor-
ing states due to the lack of incentive 
for these facilities.  
	 With the passage of the Illinois 
data center tax incentive program, 
every corner of our state now can 
participate in the digital economy 
and communities can enjoy the 
economic benefits these facilities 
provide like improved power grids 
and telecommunications systems, as 
well as good paying construction and 
high-tech IT industry jobs.
	 The final package also contained 
a new construction credit in the 
Blue-Collar Jobs Act, reinstatement 
of the Manufacturer’s Purchase 
Credit and tabling of a bill that would 
have added devastating regulations 
to certain manufacturers in Illi-
nois.  Additionally, the package also 
eliminated the antiquated Illinois 

franchise tax — a tax that business 
groups have been fighting to repeal 
for decades
	 The Chamber was also suc-
cessful in negotiating the strongest 
workplace protections in the nation 
under our new recreational mari-
juana law, we helped lead efforts to 
fend off costly data privacy regula-
tions, helped defeat a paid sick leave 
mandate, made sure the so-called 

“streaming tax” never saw the light of 
day, and supported the extension of 
the R&D tax credit.    
	 I give credit where credit is 
due. While we suffered a few major 
setbacks, the governor and the four 
legislative leaders were successful in 
brokering a bipartisan deal at the end 
of session that will help the flow of 
commerce and make Illinois a more 
competitive state to do business.  

session wrap
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10
0 Years of Innovation

1919
Illinois Chamber of Commerce

Annual Luncheon 
September 26, 2019 
Palmer House Hilton

Mani Dasgupta is Chief Marketing Officer, IBM Global Business Services. 
She oversees all global marketing and brand initiatives, strategy, and 
execution for GBS, including stewardship of hundreds of marketing 
professionals located in the seven major regions of GBS. GBS is IBM’s 
consulting, systems integration, digital agency, business process and 
application  services business that brings clients the expertise of more than 
100,000 consultants and practitioners and creates value at the intersection 
of business insight and information technology. 
 	 Mani brings to IBM deep, customer-centric marketing and leadership 
experience as IBM accelerates its transformation and launches a new brand 
platform in the market that credits IBM Services (GBS and GTS) as one of 
its hero brands.
 	 Mani is both a marketer and a computer science engineer by training. 
Prior to shifting gears to marketing, Mani spent many years in design and 
development of enterprise system software for large global pharmaceutical 
companies.
 	 Mani resides with her husband and daughter in NY. 

Keynote Speaker

Mani Dasgupta
Chief Marketing Officer, 
IBM Global Business Services

Centennial Celebration
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Guest Speaker
George McCaskey
Chairman of the Chicago Bears

Illinois Chamber of Commerce

Annual Luncheon 
Mike Ditka is 
the only person 
to participate 
in both of the 
last two Chicago 
Bears’ league 
championships, as 
a player in 1963 
and as head coach 
in 1985.

On September 19, 1971 the Bears played 
their first game at Soldier Field.

George Halas McCaskey became the fourth Chairman in Chicago Bears team 
history on May 5, 2011, following in the footsteps of grandfather, George Halas, 
father, Edward W. McCaskey and brother, Michael.
	 George is one of the 13 grandchildren – and namesake – of George Halas, 
the founder and patriarch of the Chicago Bears. Like his brothers and sisters, 
he grew up around the Bears. His first part-time job, at age 14, was as an office 
assistant at the team’s headquarters in Chicago’s Loop. He later worked for 
several summers as a ball boy at Bears training camp, calling it one of the best 
experiences of his life.
	 George has worked to carry on the storied tradition of the Bears with a 
yearly goal of winning the NFL Championship, uphold the integrity and values 
established in the previous 99 years of the club and oversee the franchise’s 
leadership role in the Chicagoland community.
	 He previously served as the team’s 
senior director of ticket operations, working 
in the ticket office for 20 seasons, joining 
the Bears in 1991 as ticket manager. He 
has been a member of the Bears’ Board of 
Directors since 2004. 
	 George attended Arizona State 
University, where he earned his bachelor’s 
degree in Broadcasting in 1978 and his law 
degree in 1981. He passed the Illinois bar 
exam in 1981, but now describes himself 
as a “recovering lawyer.” He worked in 
television news in Phoenix, Peoria, Tulsa 
and Chicago, before serving as an Assistant 
State’s Attorney in Lee County and DeKalb 
County, Ill.
	 In his spare time, George enjoys officiating youth sports, including 
baseball, soccer and basketball.
	 McCaskey and his wife Barb have one child, a son, Conor. 

Chicago Bears Also Celebrating 100 Years
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Distinguished Longterm Members
AAA-Chicago Motor Club  |  Member since 1922
Advocate Aurora Health  |  Member since 1964

Ameren  |  Member since 1944
AT&T Illinois  |  Member since 1944

Better Business Bureau  |  Member since 1966
Bunn-o-Matic Corporation  |  Member since 1965 

Caterpillar  |  Member since 1944
Chicago Bears Football Club Inc.  |  Member since 1951

CITGO Petroleum Corp.  |  Member since 1944 
Consolidated Communications  |  Member since 1945

Crawford Murphy & Tilly Inc.  |  Member since 1959 
Deere & Company  |  Member since 1944 

Ford Motor Company  |  Member since 1945 
General Electric  |  Member since 1949 
GROWMark Inc.  |  Member since 1955
Hillshire Brands  |  Member since 1948

Illinois American Water  |  Member since 1944
Illinois Health & Hospital Association  |  Member since 1970

Illinois Power Company  |  Member since 1944
Jelly Belly Candy Company  |  Member since 1971

Marathon Petroleum Company  |  Member since 1944 
Motorola Solutions Inc.  |  Member since 1944 

Naperville Area Chamber of Commerce  |  Member since 1962 
Olin Corporation  |  Member since 1952

Royal Neighbors of America  |  Member since 1944
S&C Electric Company  |  Member since 1948

Sidley Austin  |  Member since 1945
State Farm Insurance Companies  |  Member since 1943

Thillens Inc.  |  Member since 1950 
Tootsie Roll Industries Inc.  |  Member since 1970
United Parcel Service Inc.  |  Member since 1955 
Verizon Communications  |  Member since 1948

Vistra Energy  |  Member since 1958 
WGN TV  |  Member since 1953

White Castle System  |  Member since 1960 
Wintrust Investments LLC  |  Member since 1930

Centennial Celebration
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Presented by the Illinois Chamber of Commerce 

and the Illinois Economic 

Development Association

The 2019 Edies winners 

c e n t e n n i a l 
1 9 1 9 - 2 0 1 9

Economic Development in Illinois Awards

2019 WinnersHart Schaffner Marx (Cook County)
Hart Schaffner Marx (HSM) is a 100-year-old manufacturer of men’s 
suits located in Cook County. The company was recently forced to 
relocate as its building was being demolished and the site re-purposed 
for different use. The search for a new facility site included relocation 
options throughout the Midwest. With its long history in Illinois, HSM preferred to remain in state and sought 
the assistance of the City of Des Plaines and Cook County to make it financially feasible to remain in Illinois. 
Through innovative collaboration between the City of Des Plaines and Cook County, HSM remained in Des 
Plaines, relocated to a new, local facility, and retained the 400 manufacturing positions that could have been lost 
to a Midwest neighbor. HSM was nominated by the City of Des Plaines. 

Urban Farmer (Kankakee County)
Urban Farmer was an established Kankakee County business specializing 
in gluten-free pizza manufacturing when it purchased a former food 
production facility in Manteno, IL. The 111,000 SF facility, built in 1990, 
required a significant amount of renovation to bring it up to current food-
grade standard. The Economic Alliance of Kankakee County worked closely 
with Urban Farmer in its real estate search and helped the company navigate 
the economic development incentives available through Kankakee County. 
Urban Farmer’s investment in the new facility, including purchase cost, exceeded $4 million. The expansion, 
completed in 2018, enabled the company to increase its output and grow its workforce from 50 to 250, and 
they currently employ more than 300 at its Manteno campus. Urban Farmer was nominated by the Economic 
Alliance of Kankakee County.
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Thank you to our sponsors and partner  tables

Centennial Celebration

Gold Sponsors 

Silver Sponsors

Edie Award Sponsor

Bronze Sponsors
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10
0 Years of Innovation

1919
Illinois Chamber of Commerce

Annual Luncheon 
September 26, 2019  o  Palmer House Hilton

Thank you to our sponsors and partner  tables

Partner Sponsors 
Aetna 
AFNI 
Alarm Detection Services
Allstate Insurance Company  
Ameren 
Ameriflex 
AT&T  
Baker & McKenzie
Biggins Lacy Shapiro & Co. 
BP America 
Calamos Investments 
Collins Engineers 
Commerce Bank 

Digital Realty
Enterprise Holdings
Facebook 
Fragomen Del Rey Bernsen and 
Loewy LLP 
Growmark 
Hanson Professional Services 
Humana  
Illinois American Water 
JelSert Company 
John Deere Company 
Knighthawk Coal 
Railworks Corporation 

Reed Smith LLP 
SmithAmundsen LLC 
SSM Health
Standard Sheet Metal Works, Inc. 
Superior Ambulance 
Tate & Lyle 
Tempco Electric Heater Corporation
Union Pacific  
United Healthcare 
Universal Technical Institute of Illinois
Vantage Outsourcing
Wintrust Financial

Council Reception 
Sponsors

Health Care Council

Energy Council

Technology Council

Tax Institute

International 
Business Council
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BROADENING OUR 
HORIZONS.

When we work together, we create better opportunities for everyone.  
Boeing is proud to partner with those who open doors for success,  
as we build a better world for all.  
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advocateaurorahealth.org

Together, let’s make  
healthy happen.

 
At Advocate Aurora Health, we believe 

that when we work together with 
our patients and our community, 

we all connect to a healthier place. 
Through your commitment to making 
more time for exercise and choosing 
healthier food options to the clinical 
breakthroughs and improved access 
we provide, together we’re making 

healthy happen.
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Support your employees’ efforts 
 for better health and wellness

Indirect costs from obesity-related 
 illnesses may impact your organization

References: 1. Arena VC et al. J Occup Environ Med. 2006;48(11):1118-1124. 2. Finkelstein EA et al. J Occup Environ Med. 2010;52(10):971-976. 3. Østbye T et al. Arch Intern Med. 2007;167(8):766-773. 
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Obesity may cause 
employees to miss more 

work days  (absenteeism)2

Employees with obesity are 
at a 76% increased risk of 

having a short-term disability1

Employees with  obesity 
may file more workers’ 
compensation claims3

Visit NovoNordiskWorks.com for 
resources that can help you understand, 
monitor, and improve employees’ health

?
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4633 S. Lawndale Avenue  |  Lyons, Illinois 60534-0032 

United States Of America

Phone 708.442.1661


