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If you are interested in learning more about the Illinois Chamber 
you may click here to contact Jeanette Anderson

17TH LARGEST ECONOMY IN THE WORLD 

On Feb. 13, Illinois Chamber of Commerce President and CEO Todd 
Maisch addressed hundreds of business leaders to highlight Illinois’ 
strengths and talk public policy. Maisch addressed issues including 
NAFTA, Medicaid, workers’ compensation, DACA, 5g technology, 
property taxes, infrastructure and more public policy issues. He 
reminded the audience why Illinois has so much promise and that 
we must remember that Illinois is the 17th largest economy in the 
world. You can listen to his full speech here. 

CHAMBER BOARD 
MEMBER GARY RABINE 

TALKS TAX REFORM

Small businesses received a 20 percent tax deduction and the 
ability to immediately expense their business investments under 
the new federal tax law. The Rabine Group reminds policymakers 
across the nation in an USA Today op-ed that while big corpora-
tions are reaping the rewards of federal tax reform, we’re also see-
ing “small business optimism like we haven’t seen in more than a 
decade.” More here. 

mailto:janderson@ilchamber.org
http://wgnradio.com/2018/02/13/city-club-of-chicago-todd-maisch-president-and-ceo-of-the-illinois-chamber-of-commerce/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2018/02/21/small-businesses-booming-under-trump-tax-cuts-gary-rabine-column/340627002/


For the chance of Illinois having a balanced budget, the economy has to grow faster 
than government spending.
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DISSECTING ILLINOIS’ 2018 
BUDGET ADDRESS 
On Feb. 14, Governor Bruce Rauner delivered the state’s 2018 Bud-
get Address. The Illinois Chamber of Commerce responded to the 
address in the Two-Minute Drill here. For the chance of Illinois hav-
ing a balanced budget, the economy has to grow faster than gov-
ernment spending. The state can’t spend more than it brings in for 
successful economic growth.

GOVERNOR VISITS GROWMARK: 
DECLARES AGRICULTURE KEY 
TO ILLINOIS’ ECONOMY 
On Feb. 22, Illinois Chamber President and CEO Todd Maisch ac-
companied the governor, lawmakers and industry leaders to 
GROWMARK’s headquarters to join a discussion on Illinois’ agricul-
ture industry. The leaders gathered to emphasize how critical the 
industry is to the state’s economy and to address the important 
issues facing our agriculture community.

LEGISLATION TO WATCH
Illinois Chamber of Commerce President and CEO Todd Maisch 
releases Two-Minute Drill from the Illinois State Archives building 
that houses millions of state records, some that date back to 1810. 
Maisch highlights four bills including a Chamber initiative to keep 
on your radar. Watch the full video here. 

http://mailto:janderson@ilchamber.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4EXSRvKnLHI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rJgTqFpIAZ0


The Illinois Chamber of Commerce knows that our state faces many economic and en-
vironmental challenges, but supports the balanced approach of policy that encourages 
business growth with smart environmental investment.
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MESSAGES FROM WASHINGTON 
On Feb. 16th, U.S. Rep. Rodney Davis (IL-13) dropped by the Illinois 
Chamber’s Springfield office to discuss the latest happenings on 
Capitol Hill. Cong. Davis and Illinois Chamber President and CEO 
Todd Maisch discussed the need to use commonsense approaches 
to secure the border, the latest in the federal proposed budget, 
and the need for both Democrats and Republicans to get on board 
with major infrastructure investment. Watch here.

BUSINESS GROWTH MEETS 
SMART ENVIRONMENTAL 
INVESTMENT
The IEPA released its draft Volkswagen settlement plan on 
Feb. 28. The Illinois Chamber of Commerce 
knows that our state 
faces many economic 
and environmental chal-
lenges, but supports the 
balanced approach of 
policy that encourages 
business growth with smart 
environmental investment. 
Read the Illinois Chamber’s 
full statement here.

 
 

 
 
 

NEWS RELEASE 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE     Contact: Sadie Schwarm 

Feb. 28, 2018           217/502-4521  

         

 
Statement from Illinois Chamber of Commerce President & CEO Todd Maisch on the IEPA 

Volkswagen Settlement Plan: 

 
“Illinois headquarters many of our nation’s top manufacturers that create vast amounts of 

jobs across the state. The Illinois Chamber supports the Illinois Environmental Protection 

Agency’s commitment to ensuring sufficient money in the plan goes to clean vehicles and 

clean locomotives while offering employers of all kinds the ability to access the plan.  

 
Investing in Illinois’ heavy industry, infrastructure and business community is a chance to 

maximize our state’s economic growth. 

 
Our state faces many economic and environmental challenges, but we support the 

balanced approach of policy that encourages business growth with smart environmental 

investment.” 

 

### 

 
 
  

TIME TO CHANGE 
INFRASTRUCTURE 
RHETORIC TO POLICY
As the heart of North America’s transportation and in-
frastructure networks, Illinois is in a unique position to 
benefit from focused federal leadership on infrastructure 
investment. In February, the Illinois Chamber of Com-
merce and 37 state chambers of commerce from across 
the country who belong to the Council of State Chambers 
wrote a letter to the 115th Congress stating that it is time 
to transform encouraging rhetoric to actual policy pro-
posals and legislative action on the issue. Illinois Cham-
ber’s Benjamin Brockschmidt is a co-chair of COSC’s Trans-
portation & Infrastructure Committee, as is Seth Millican 
from the Georgia Chamber of Commerce. 

mailto:janderson@ilchamber.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=17&v=NwLLWGkMhL4
https://www.ilchamber.org/Resources/c2147a62-13d3-427b-a1f9-cfa24bf5303d/2-2018-Illinois%20Chamber%20of%20Commerce%20Statement_%20Volkswagen%20Settlement%20Plan.pdf
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Fighting for Business Every Month

CHAMBER
ADVOCACY IN THE NEWS

ILLINOIS & TRADE
•	Ending NAFTA Would Be Bad Politics And Bad For Americans: Trudeau

–	 Killing free trade would hurt U.S. middle class, Trudeau tells Chicago crowd
–	 Killing free trade would hurt U.S. middle class, Trudeau tells Chicago crowd
–	 Killing free trade would hurt U.S. middle class, Trudeau tells Chicago crowd
–	 Trudeau tells Chicago crowd killing free trade would hurt US middle class
–	 Killing free trade would hurt U.S. middle class, Trudeau tells Chicago crowd

•	Protesters to welcome Trudeau on first leg of U.S. trade trip
–	 Protesters to welcome Trudeau on first leg of U.S. trade trip

•	Trudeau’s “bad jokes” are starting to pile up

ILLINOIS ECONOMY
•	Illinois Chamber of Commerce President and CEO Todd Maisch
•	Right-To-Work Holdouts Face New Efforts to Change Labor Laws

–	 Right-to-work proponents not giving up
–	 ‘Right to work’ holdout states face new efforts to overhaul labour laws

•	City Club of Chicago: Todd Maisch, President and CEO of the Illinois Chamber of Commerce
•	IL Chamber of Commerce President Maisch calls for policy reforms to boost Illinois economy

GOVERNOR RAUNER
•	Rauner says state ‘sliding toward the abyss’

OTHER CHAMBER NEWS
•	President, CEO of Ill. Chamber of Commerce to speak at Community Update Breakfast
•	State chamber president to speak at Community Update Breakfast
•	Charleston Chamber to host Candidates Forum
•	Biz group blasts Ives’ new immigration ad

In the month of February, we spoke to radio, television, and print media outlets, delivering pro-business 
values to audiences across Illinois.  Below is a selection of stories where the Chamber has advocated its 
position on a variety of topics.

NEW CHAMBER WEBSITE
We’ve officially launched our new website where you can find the latest information on our 
membership, government affairs, councils, business services and communications efforts! 
We encourage you to check it out!   Take the tour here 

mailto:janderson@ilchamber.org
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ft%3Dzgbtoo7ab.0.0.wq5ek4iab.0%26id%3Dpreview%26r%3D3%26p%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.huffingtonpost.ca%252F2018%252F02%252F07%252Fending-nafta-would-be-be-bad-politics-and-bad-for-americans-trudeau_a_23355881%252F&data=02%7C01%7Csschwarm%40ilchamber.org%7Cd7bebd22eed94377570e08d577d59ae4%7Cb949a7661a6744aea515ad47473370cb%7C0%7C0%7C636546681664965110&sdata=ovU8OfhHXTbq2k%2FtHqEKmaIowDp68tDyLr9EEL2cH3U%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ft%3Dzgbtoo7ab.0.0.wq5ek4iab.0%26id%3Dpreview%26r%3D3%26p%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fca.news.yahoo.com%252Fprotesters-welcome-trudeau-first-leg-153140613.html&data=02%7C01%7Csschwarm%40ilchamber.org%7Cd7bebd22eed94377570e08d577d59ae4%7Cb949a7661a6744aea515ad47473370cb%7C0%7C0%7C636546681664965110&sdata=yBrEk0EjtXjyRDK95ra%2BZD9XvWSfoqTN%2FGQL1bfrISo%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ft%3Dzgbtoo7ab.0.0.wq5ek4iab.0%26id%3Dpreview%26r%3D3%26p%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fca.finance.yahoo.com%252Fnews%252Fprotesters-welcome-trudeau-first-leg-153140613.html&data=02%7C01%7Csschwarm%40ilchamber.org%7Cd7bebd22eed94377570e08d577d59ae4%7Cb949a7661a6744aea515ad47473370cb%7C0%7C0%7C636546681664965110&sdata=LvOailYXoyrRF4QL5epNBE11fvC4H3%2FeCkAQxMiaLwY%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ft%3Dzgbtoo7ab.0.0.wq5ek4iab.0%26id%3Dpreview%26r%3D3%26p%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fnortheastnow.com%252Farticle%252F513772%252Fprotesters-welcome-trudeau-first-leg-us-trade-trip&data=02%7C01%7Csschwarm%40ilchamber.org%7Cd7bebd22eed94377570e08d577d59ae4%7Cb949a7661a6744aea515ad47473370cb%7C0%7C0%7C636546681664965110&sdata=LvTtWPSrgV%2BqwFdvKHN3H21Oziv0gAIhSGqzP5y9f2o%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ft%3Dzgbtoo7ab.0.0.wq5ek4iab.0%26id%3Dpreview%26r%3D3%26p%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.plant.ca%252Feconomy%252Ftrudeau-tells-chicago-crowd-killing-free-trade-hurt-us-middle-class-173170%252F&data=02%7C01%7Csschwarm%40ilchamber.org%7Cd7bebd22eed94377570e08d577d59ae4%7Cb949a7661a6744aea515ad47473370cb%7C0%7C0%7C636546681664965110&sdata=gfCxTCH1lg6tjyCoUFh2rJuUbB%2FyojvDxECrUPyX%2BRg%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ft%3Dzgbtoo7ab.0.0.wq5ek4iab.0%26id%3Dpreview%26r%3D3%26p%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fbusiness.financialpost.com%252Fpmn%252Fbusiness-pmn%252Ftrudeau-to-face-skeptical-midwest-students-on-first-leg-of-u-s-trade-trip&data=02%7C01%7Csschwarm%40ilchamber.org%7Cd7bebd22eed94377570e08d577d59ae4%7Cb949a7661a6744aea515ad47473370cb%7C0%7C0%7C636546681664965110&sdata=pIaZ91xoHYuso%2FSIUnEAijB6%2FpK9jSOByjiEXXp6PJI%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ft%3Dzgbtoo7ab.0.0.wq5ek4iab.0%26id%3Dpreview%26r%3D3%26p%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Ftoronto.citynews.ca%252F2018%252F02%252F07%252Fprotesters-to-welcome-trudeau-on-first-leg-of-u-s-trade-trip%252F&data=02%7C01%7Csschwarm%40ilchamber.org%7Cd7bebd22eed94377570e08d577d59ae4%7Cb949a7661a6744aea515ad47473370cb%7C0%7C0%7C636546681664965110&sdata=Uqibq%2Fal%2FN7gP8LJgAHW1Y4znzbA4NaETHtdXqOYRWg%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ft%3Dzgbtoo7ab.0.0.wq5ek4iab.0%26id%3Dpreview%26r%3D3%26p%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.news1130.com%252F2018%252F02%252F07%252Fprotesters-to-welcome-trudeau-on-first-leg-of-u-s-trade-trip%252F&data=02%7C01%7Csschwarm%40ilchamber.org%7Cd7bebd22eed94377570e08d577d59ae4%7Cb949a7661a6744aea515ad47473370cb%7C0%7C0%7C636546681664965110&sdata=PGUUKMWVjn%2FWeBNfIeSAydyo5sPLfoO9RSVBYbczP5M%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ft%3Dzgbtoo7ab.0.0.wq5ek4iab.0%26id%3Dpreview%26r%3D3%26p%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fdebatereport.com%252Fcanada%252Ftrudeaus-bad-jokes-are-starting-to-pile-up%252F4936&data=02%7C01%7Csschwarm%40ilchamber.org%7Cd7bebd22eed94377570e08d577d59ae4%7Cb949a7661a6744aea515ad47473370cb%7C0%7C0%7C636546681664965110&sdata=zdZ9or89E2dpW%2BxOhqRwbCP5GovHGNbs%2FOlBIoRX%2BFc%3D&reserved=0
http://wtax.com/podcasts/illinois-chamber-of-commerce-president-and-ceo-todd-maisch/
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ft%3Dzgbtoo7ab.0.0.wq5ek4iab.0%26id%3Dpreview%26r%3D3%26p%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.usnews.com%252Fnews%252Fbest-states%252Fohio%252Farticles%252F2018-02-02%252Fright-to-work-holdouts-face-new-efforts-to-change-labor-laws&data=02%7C01%7Csschwarm%40ilchamber.org%7Cd7bebd22eed94377570e08d577d59ae4%7Cb949a7661a6744aea515ad47473370cb%7C0%7C0%7C636546681664965110&sdata=KRzPppXiw2FJMEuErlVFGjNOHCQh88DKkz%2FB0y9I%2FuI%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ft%3Dzgbtoo7ab.0.0.wq5ek4iab.0%26id%3Dpreview%26r%3D3%26p%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.chicagolawbulletin.com%252Farticles%252F2018%252F02%252F05%252Fright-to-work-proponents-not-giving-up-2-5-18&data=02%7C01%7Csschwarm%40ilchamber.org%7Cd7bebd22eed94377570e08d577d59ae4%7Cb949a7661a6744aea515ad47473370cb%7C0%7C0%7C636546681664965110&sdata=MVj1XvkHXGUioTtRulpLO9FruGgx2Cgc9pk4OkSaR5I%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ft%3Dzgbtoo7ab.0.0.wq5ek4iab.0%26id%3Dpreview%26r%3D3%26p%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.canadianmanufacturing.com%252Fmanufacturing%252Fright-work-holdout-states-face-new-efforts-overhaul-labour-laws-207649%252F&data=02%7C01%7Csschwarm%40ilchamber.org%7Cd7bebd22eed94377570e08d577d59ae4%7Cb949a7661a6744aea515ad47473370cb%7C0%7C0%7C636546681664965110&sdata=tZGCw96LfbN1JU5nl4QFQ70j%2BKBTiUxbLD5ZOdQtCfA%3D&reserved=0
http://wgnradio.com/2018/02/13/city-club-of-chicago-todd-maisch-president-and-ceo-of-the-illinois-chamber-of-commerce/
http://www.dailywhale.com/content-preview/fe89482bf653fdce014c959de0a2983c/
http://www.pantagraph.com/news/state-and-regional/illinois/government-and-politics/rauner-says-state-sliding-toward-the-abyss/article_73c6d559-1d07-5923-948c-a18d29875a9e.html
https://www.dailyeasternnews.com/2018/02/19/president-ceo-of-ill-chamber-of-commerce-to-speak-at-community-update-breakfast/
file:///E:/AA-Chamber/2016-2017-Projects/AdvocacyReport/2018/3-March-2018/State%20chamber%20president%20to%20speak%20at%20Community%20Update%20Breakfast
http://jg-tc.com/features/business/charleston-chamber-to-host-candidates-forum/article_f5ea9d3e-0cf8-5048-a612-38a81d6be282.html
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/article/20180212/BLOGS02/180219986/biz-group-blasts-ives-new-immigration-ad
http://www.ilchamber.org
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http://jg-tc.com/news/local/state-chamber-president-to-speak-at-community-update-breakfast/article_6b3e911b-a8f6-5d6e-ace0-e5dbd9eed3b4.html

